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DUTY SCHEDULE 
MORNING DUTY 9/7- 10/6  

Car Unload         Jacks 

Bus Unload             Morgan 

6th Grade               Guin, Drake 

7th Grade               Moore, Perry 

8th Grade               Morrison,     
         Lipscomb 

Gym                        Clark 

Elective                  Carlisle 

Lunchroom/Breakfast           
       McKinney,  
       Bates 

AFTERNOON DUTY 

Back of School     Cox, Hyche, 
        Owenby 

Car Load      Hubbard,  
       Passmore 

Bus Load      Porter, Ingram

TCSS SEPTEMBER 17, 2017

Panther Press 
Brookwood Middle School

WEEK AT A GLANCE 
Monday 9/18                        
SOM Nominations forms        
ELL Training                           
Volleyball @ Sipsey Valley                 

Tuesday 9/19                     
Picture Re-Take Day                 
Pep Rally (Activity Schedule 3)          
Football vs. Rock Quarry 

Wednesday 9/20            
Instructional Rounds      

Thursday 9/21                        
PTO Open House 5:30 -7:00  
Volleyball @ Hillcrest     

Friday 9/22 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
9/25                                         
ELA  Exemplar Presentations                                        
Flu Shots in conference room  
Volleyball @ Home 

9/26 HYDRATE (Activity 
Schedule 4)                          
Faculty Meeting                  
Football vs Eastwood 

9/27                               
Volleyball vs. West Blockton 

9/28 

————————————- 

ATTENDANCE MATTERS 

Please continue 
encouraging your students 

to be present every day.  
Thanks to those who are 
contacting parents for 

students with attendance 
issues.  

———————————— 

INSTRUCTIONAL	
Reminder:		Xan	Hartley,	our	
ELL	specialist,	will	be	providing	
training	for	all	teachers	on	
Monday	during	the	content	
planning	periods	(1,	3,	4,	&	7).	
Tuesday	the	coaches	will	be	at	
central	office	for	professional	
development.			
Wednesday	will	be	
instrucConal	rounds.		The	
rounds	will	occur	during	grade	
level	planning.	You	will	receive	
a	schedule	on	Monday.			
Please	let	us	know	if	we	can	
assist	you	in	anyway.	

_________________________



LOW-PREP 
DISCUSSION 
STRATEGIES
AFFINITY MAPPING 
>
a.k.a. Affinity Diagramming
Basic Structure: Give students a 
broad question or problem that is 
likely to result in lots of different 
ideas, such as “What were the 
impacts of the Great 
Depresssion?” or “What literary 
works should every person read?” 
Have students generate responses 
by writing ideas on post-it notes 
(one idea per note) and placing 
them in no particular arrangement 
on a wall, whiteboard, or chart 
paper. Once lots of ideas have 
been generated, have students 
begin grouping them into similar 
categories, then 
label the categories and discuss 
why the ideas fit within them, how 
the categories relate to one 
another, and so on.
Variations: Some teachers have 
students do much of this exercise
—recording their ideas and 
arranging them into categories—
without talking at first. In other 
variations, participants are asked 
to re-combine the ideas into new, 
different categories after the first 
round of organization occurs. 
Often, this activity serves as a 
good pre-writing exercise, after 

which students will write some 
kind of analysis or position paper.

CONCENTRIC 
CIRCLES >
a.k.a. Speed Dating
Basic Structure: Students form 
two circles, one inside circle and 
one outside circle. Each student on 
the inside is paired with a student 
on the outside; they face each 
other. The teacher poses a 
question to the whole group and 
pairs discuss their responses with 
each other. Then the teacher 
signals students to rotate: Students 
on the outside circle move one 
space to the right so they are 
standing in front of a new person 
(or sitting, as they are in the 
video). Now the teacher poses a 
new question, and the process is 
repeated.
Variations: Instead of two circles, 
students could also form two 
straight lines facing one another. 
Instead of “rotating” to switch 
partners, one line just slides over 
one spot, and the leftover person 
on the end comes around to the 
beginning of the line. Some 
teachers use this strategy to have 
students teach one piece of content 
to their fellow students, making it 
less of a discussion strategy and 
more of a peer teaching format. In 
fact, many of these protocols 
could be used for peer teaching as 
well.
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https://youtu.be/UynxDyr0lAo%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://youtu.be/UynxDyr0lAo%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://youtu.be/8x5NlIeySp4%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://youtu.be/8x5NlIeySp4%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


CONVER-STATIONS 
>
Basic Structure: Another great 
idea from Sarah Brown Wessling, 
this is a small-group discussion 
strategy that gives students 
exposure to more of their peers’ 
ideas and prevents the stagnation 
that can happen when a group 
doesn’t happen to have the right 
chemistry. Students are placed into 
a few groups of 4-6 students each 
and are given a discussion 
question to talk about. After 
sufficient time has passed for the 
discussion to develop, one or two 
students from each group rotate to 
a different group, while the other 
group members remain where they 
are. Once in their new group, they 
will discuss a different, but related 
question, and they may also share 
some of the key points from their 
last group’s conversation. For the 
next rotation, students who have 
not rotated before may be chosen 
to move, resulting in groups that 
are continually evolving.

FISHBOWL >
Basic Structure: Two students sit 
facing each other in the center of 
the room; the remaining students 
sit in a circle around them. The 
two central students have a 
conversation based on a pre-
determined topic and often using 
specific skills the class is 
practicing (such as asking follow-
up questions, paraphrasing, or 
elaborating on another person’s 
point). Students on the outside 
observe, take notes, or perform 

some other discussion-related task 
assigned by the teacher.
Variations: One variation of this 
strategy allows students in the 
outer circle to trade places with 
those in the fishbowl, doing kind 
of a relay-style discussion, or they 
may periodically “coach” the 
fishbowl talkers from the 
sidelines. Teachers may also opt to 
have students in the outside circle 
grade the participants’ 
conversation with a rubric, then 
give feedback on what they saw in 
a debriefing afterward, as 
mentioned in the featured video.

HOT SEAT >
Basic Structure: One student 
assumes the role of a book 
character, significant figure in 
history, or concept (such as a 
tornado, an animal, or the Titanic). 
Sitting in front of the rest of the 
class, the student responds to 
classmates’ questions while 
staying in character in that role.
Variations: Give more students 
the opportunity to be in the hot 
seat while increasing 
everyone’s participation by having 
students do hot seat discussions in 
small groups, where one person 
per group acts as the “character” 
and three or four others ask them 
questions. In another variation, 
several students could form a 
panel of different characters, 
taking questions from the class all 
together and interacting with one 
another like guests on a TV talk 
show.
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https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/conver-stations-strategy%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/conver-stations-strategy%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://sarahbrownwessling.com/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://youtu.be/xkWl9b0FZSE%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://youtu.be/q2dId0rlrMs?t=12s%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


SNOWBALL DISCUS
SION >
a.k.a. Pyramid Discussion
Basic Structure: Students begin 
in pairs, responding to a 
discussion question only with a 
single partner. After each person 
has had a chance to share their 
ideas, the pair joins another pair, 
creating a group of four. Pairs 
share their ideas with the pair they 
just joined. Next, groups of four 
join together to form groups of 
eight, and so on, until the whole 

class is joined up in one large 
discussion.
Variations: This structure could 
simply be used to share ideas on a 
topic, or students could be 
required to reach consensus every 
time they join up with a new 
group.
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https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/snowball-technique-teaching%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/snowball-technique-teaching%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.englishadvantage.info/for-teachers/activitygame/pyramid-discussion/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.englishadvantage.info/for-teachers/activitygame/pyramid-discussion/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank

